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Overall Comments

I was very impressed with the assignment; impactful and well executed.
Assessment potential 

I understand your aim is to go for the Photography/Creative Arts* Degree and that you plan to submit your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.    

Feedback on assignment 

You’ve taken a difficult abstract concept of considerable meaning to yourself and visually dramatised it very effectively. This is the way to make photogprah
Often captions or titles unnecessarily limit the reading of images and are not necessary but with this particular subject they considerably add to the depth of communication.

Normally where neutral captions are applied, such as date or location, they are added very discreetly; a small type face tucked in one corner so my initial response on pulling the prints from the envelop was that the type was too big and varied in size from print to print and the numbering superfluous but on progressing through the sequence I found a ‘reading’ for that.
It’s like a sequence of blows landing in order, the impact according to the type size.

It’s, ‘This happened, bang!  Then this, biff!’

The opening image is spot on and the ‘just you’ touch brilliant!

The only thing I would argue with is switching to portrait format for the last two images; it breaks up the flow as you have to turn them around to view them.
Also the use of colour in the last image is a bit half hearted, it’s all mostly mono colour green, not so far from black and white and also compared to the complexity of the rest of the images, ‘Believe’ on the wrapper is perfect, it’s a bit simplistic, as if to make sure we ‘get it’ whereas in the rest of the series you’ve expected us to be sophisticated readers.

You could still use the bud metaphor but make it less obvious and trust us to be able to understand. You could say have a vase in the middle of a say a dining table with budding stems in it, taking in some of the interior wall and furnishing colours as well wih perhaps some sunlight glancing through the window.
As far as the prints go for a first attempt they’re very acceptable. I have a Canon printer and I find them excellent as long as one use Canon inks I’ve found them ultra reliable with never a blocked yet.
Read as much as you can about inkjet printing on the net and practice being able to reliably translate what you see on screen on to the print. You don’t have to use a whole sheet of A4 per image when you’re testing.

The paper’s fine for assessment purposes, stick with it and get to know it. The paper is the biggest variable; simply changing the paper can give you a completely different result.

Overall great job!

Coursework

The course work is fine.
Research

The research is good, carry on.
Learning Log

Good to see you reflecting effectively on the tutor report. It would be good if you could get to one or two student study days during the course or to some exhibitions.
One thing I have to remind you about is the copyright situation. The OCA’s advice is found here http://www.oca-student.com/node/97140 as I referenced in an email to you.
Suggested reading/viewing 

See the last report and keep up what you’re doing.
Pointers for the next assignment / assessment

Well I’ve already referenced you inventing a character for yourself in the first assignment so perhaps you’re a bit down the road already on this!
After the success of this assignment you’ve moved up a level conceptually and I’m sure it’s been an excellent preparation for this assignment. I look forward to seeing what you produce and I feel confident it will be interesting.
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