[image: image1.jpg]Open
College
of the Arts





Formative feedback
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	1
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Overall Comments

You’ve put a lot of thought and effort into this assignment and it’s worked.
Assessment potential 

You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put your work forward for assessment and let me know your decision when you submit Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets the assessment requirements.
I’m leaving the above in because it’s part of the report template we’re supplied with. As this is your second course I assume that you’re having this course assessed too and are aiming for the final degree. If you’ve formally notified the OCA that you are working towards the degree the above doesn’t mean they’re not aware of that fact.
Feedback on assignment 

Not only have you invented a scenario for this assignment you’ve also invented a character for yourself.
I wouldn’t normally expect third party borderless enprints to be supplied for an assignment or encourage the somewhat random cropping but semiotically it all fits together in terms of the profile of our imagined photographer and the circumstances.

Consequently there’s not a lot more for me to say in detail about the individual images. Whatever conventional shortcomings they may have, which I would normally go through pointing out and suggesting or demonstrating corrections, here they’re strengthening the idea rather than weakening it so well done!
You’ve demonstrated that you’ve understood the concept of photography being an unreliable witness.

Normally I would expect jpegs mailed to me, as delineated in my Welcome email, so that I can make corrections and any prints should be on at least A4 sized matt or semi-matt paper with generous white borders, minimum 3.5cm, for handling and then they will be suitable for re-use at assessment. Of course that doesn’t apply in this specific case and the enprints should be supplied, in the paper wallet, for assessment.
Coursework

You’ve made a really good beginning on the course work; see the other categories below for more.
 The only thing I would take issue with is the kaleidoscopic presentation of the street photography and the dizzying angles. It doesn’t read of having the same care as the rest of your work.

It’s a small point though as the bulk of any assessment is based on the assignments and the research and reflection but as you say street photography is more difficult than it appears, in fact it’s probably one of the most challenging genres; making an interesting image from the everyday mundane, no graduated filters, no HDR to tart things up with. Just the same reality that everyone else is experiencing filtered through your own aesthetic.
It’s like fishing, you identify a likely scenario, find a composition which works, a set for your actors to play on and then you wait for them to arrive while you imagine what would be the ideal thing that you’d like to happen. Then if you’re patient enough something will happen that’s much more interesting than anything you’d been imagining. 

It’s as slow and as quick as shooting landscape, you have to wait for the light but once it’s there you have to strike quick.

Research

You’ve looked at a wide range of sources and discussed them in a way that engages me as a reader. I have no concerns about you’re written work. Continue as you’ve begun and as well as picking up on research points in the course notes cast your net wider too, as wide as you like. Assessors like to see a diversity of influences evidenced.
Learning Log

The structure of the log is working fine, as an assessor I can find what I need from the header menu. Of course as yet there are no reflections on my reports and sparse self reflection. Both these reflection elements are important so remember to keep producing them as you progress.
Make sure you include reviews of exhibition visits and OCA study days if you can attend. It’s also a good idea to log in to www.oca-student.com , the student forum, regularly, especially for the advice tutors give on there. They may be addressing a specific query by one student but everyone reading is the intended audience. You can pick up tips from there which may help with your assessment presentation.
For example I’m always advising students to develop a physical log as well as a blog. It’s another very effective line of communication with the assessors which is tactile and conveys more personality than a blog alone, something like this...

http://www.oca-student.com/node/66689
Suggested reading/viewing 

Demonstrate throughout the course that you’ve read a good selection of books from the reading list and written concisely but with insight about them.
Pointers for the next assignment / assessment

Most people come to photography because they are attracted to taking pictures of things. The whole arc of the degree is about transitioning to making images about ideas and emotions, where what’s actually recorded is not a description of the external world but a fuzzy metaphor for a fuzzy intent. We’re looking for something that represents a sensation that we can’t verbalise or an idea that dances on the edge of our consciousness. The camera is our forensic tool with which we go looking for it.
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